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Total insular Plataform:  

67,832 Km2 

Average depth: 6-8 m 

 

More than 4,000 islands, keys y islets. 

More than 6,000 Km. of costal line 

Total land area: 110,860 km2 

Island of Cuba: 104,945 km2 

Lenght of Main Island: 1,200 Km.  

Maximum width: 191 Km. 

Mínimum width: 31 Km 

The  Cuban  Archipelago.  Main Geographical Features  

3,949 Km2 

10,115 Km2 

20,870 Km2 

17,992 Km2 

 

Total Population :  11.2 millon 

 

246 Human Stettlements 

3.5 millones  people 

 coastal. 60% of total  

 population impacts it. 

 



Main  Marine Ecosystems  

Coral Reefs : 

 lenght  3.200 Km.  

 60 species/15 families. 

Mangroves : 

 5,321 Km2 (4.8% of land 

surface). Present  in 70% of the coast 

Sand  Beaches : 

 336 localities. 

 16% of the coastal line 

 Más de 900 Km. de playas 



1rst contact with Europeans in 1492.   Until 1505: 

Á95% covered by climax forests (35 types identified) 

ÁArowac aboriginal population (250 000 inh estim) 

ÁVery little neolithic agriculture (based in cassava) 

ÁSustainable use of natural resources 

 

 



Colonial Period 1500 -1900  

- Plantation agriculture for export (tobacco, coffee, sugarcane). 

- Extermination of aboriginal population. 

- Slave labour from Africa, later from China as coolies. 

- Services for the Spanish Fleet in early times. 

- Low land use.  

- Low population.  

- Very few farmers. 

- Some deforestation. 

-Decisions taken  

in Spain. 

- Some US property. 

- 30 years of Indepen- 

dence wars destroyed 

30% of population  

And the Agriculture.  





Crops and Forests by 1816 



 Post Colonial Republic 1900 -1960  

ÁPlantation agriculture 
expanded (citrus added). 

ÁMarginal production of food. 

ÁMassive deforestation. 

Á85% of the land own by  less 
than 10% of the population 
and American Companies. 

ÁTotal misery in Cuban 
countryside. 

ÁConventional Agriculture not 
present. 

ÁCheap Labour from 
migrants. 


